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ute, 7 gave 3 to the FAA... as 
my; bearing a young Lady affirms that joe ſaw 
no barm in going to a BALL. After Thad put together 
the beads of it, I fhewed it to a fav friends, who tere 
of opinion,/it \might 0a pregltive of ome. $99 uf. IF. 
would | publiſh, which. I "the 
o, whbin;l obſerved bow: much the eulen of giving 
Balls at private bouſes: has f late preuai led. 
We original deſign of the piece being only 16 ſet the 
4 of BALLS in its true light, I had ne; Inten- 
tion of ſaying ny thing concerning Plays, Cards, See, 
thought that ſome few obſervations on thoſe amuſe». 
eſpes ally en the; former) might not be. un- 
ceſſary,s - however I choſe, rather. to inſert them by. 
way, of Notes, than to break the thread of anbut was 
already drathn up pelating to.BALLs, which will, I. 


 bope,: be ſufficient apology for the length and fr 6m 
2 notes 5 3 _ CIO prey f out*? 
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3 well 1 becauſe J ſee no End that would iy * * 


| anſwered, as becauſe I confeſs Oe ignorant of the 


. | candor,” ws e gre. 


being n at bat they ad. 


N rbein riſe; even, with gg ard 
Cards, ang of our London Chrotittles 7 x be left 
gear informs us that they were 2 7 o 
200 years ago, for the retreation of a King France, 
who was almoſt if not altogeiber an Idiot. 

My hearty wiſh is, that what is bere offer'd to 
your peruſal and ſerious reflection, may have the ſame 
happy elfect upon many readers of it in print, as I 
have” reaſon id bope it had in manuſcript upon thi 
Lady for whoſe benefit it was chiefly defigned. © 

Truth is a mighty weapon, though wielded by a 
weak band; ober ore fince ¶ have this on my fide, 1 
do not deſpair of convincing all thoſe who will weigh 
what they read with a fair unbiaſed judgment, As 
to morit, I claim none, but that of a gb intention 3 


and would got willingly ive offence, where I hope t 


render the greateſt of all ſervites ? therefore if any 
tate exception at what they may mett with in tbe 
coarſe of this little pamphlet, let me beg them to ſearch. 
into their own hearts, and examine carefully whether 
an unwillingneſt to part with thoſe idols, ibe keeping 
rene, they can no otherwiſe defend thay by refuſing 

o bearken to the voice of Scripture, Reaſom and Conſei- 
ence, may not in ſome meaſure be r | 
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And mow, beartity. „ 10601 —— Þ 2 
the bleſſing of God, cafe Ay: # . 


OLE Your moſt obedient, [by * 
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"kh is upon this TID that 1 3 wick 
God's aſſiſtance, to purſue my deſign of 
proving the abſolute wnlawfulneſs of the now 
fo faſhionable diverſion of BALLs,; and tho 
am ſenhble that the mighty torrent of 
cuſtom is againſt me, and that I may be 
branded with the appellation of a preciſe fa- 
natic; yet J hope to demonſtrate with the 
cteareſt evidence that BA rs are entirely in- 
conſiſtent with the Spirit of Chriſtianity, and 
that it is not poſſible to be preſent at them 
without incurring great guilt. All I defire | 
of thoſe who read the following pages is, 
(what I have already requeſted in the Preface) 
that they will for a little while diveſt them- 
ſelves of all prejudice; and not blindly refolve 
to condemn, before they read. The argu- 
ments I ſhall bring, are all founded upon 
Seripture and plain Reaſon; therefore till the 
can be anſwered from Scripture and plain 
Reaſon, it is neither Laughter, Snęers, nor 

Ridicule, that can invalidate their force. 
Obſerve here, that J addreſs myſelf chiefly; - 
to thoſe who have ſome gooil 'defires, and 
that -indulge: themſelves in the practice of 
going to BALL S, becauſe they are not con- 
vincedi of the great wickedneſs of them; for 
to prove their ſinfulneſs to ſuch as are de- 
termined to go to them at all venta. would 
indeed be labour 1 in vain. 
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erl. Tons FIRST 
Of 02 TUE: bt 
M \ —Y the arguments Lever FELL to o have. 
"FR | heard 8 5 in Vindication of ak 
Ale. 
ple That they are 0 ONE forbidden 3 in 
Scripture; and conſequently a are innocent.” 8  Secandly, 
That mahy g 2 Chriſtians 80 to them. birdly, 
That provided a petſon does not make a conſtant 
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practice of going to chem, there c. can be no harm 
in them now and then b ay of relaxation J. And 
that by mixing ourſelves Imerimes with. th e diver- 
Hons of the world, we return wi W with greater reliſh. to 
retirement and religious duties. > 
Whether B ALLS are particularly itt 
any place of Scripture, I will not take upon. me oy 
determine,” let it ſuffice. for my preſent purpoſe 
that they are forbidden by the whole voice of Reve- 
lation, inaſmuch: as every thing. g.is ſtrictly Wee 
n may e diſorder our Souls; and be deſtragti 
meelk, hut mble, believing, _contrits.: 1 
N conſtitutes the real Chriſtian; d that 
Bar rs do tend infirely to prevent the a atraingent 
of ſuch a temper, and cannot but be very Xrnicious 
co our ſouſs, will be fully proved hertafter., There 
ate many ' things not particularly forbidden in 
Scripture, Which yet every one muſt allow to be 
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8 An Addreſs relating to Bal LS, & . 
very great and heinous Sins; and were 
hat we pleaſe, from the notion that what we do 


33 


re we to do 


is no where forbidden in Scripture, ho- 
extravagancies would ſuch a fancy lead us into ? 


We are no where throughout the whole Bible com- 


manded not to ſet an houſe on fire, yet no-body 


can be ſo weak as to imagine it is no fin wilfully 


to commit ſuch an action; and that becauſe. the 


whiole tenor of Scripture Torblals | us to injure our 


neighbour. Beſides, had our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles given a particular prohibition "aglinſt 2 all 
the faoleries that the depravity of fallen man hath : 
invented, might we not ſay with Saint John, that = 
even the world itſelf could not contain the Jools tha 
Should be written (a) 3 hr Se 
But have we any realon t to think, that 4 @, the time 


Rich pleafures among Chriſtians as are to be met 
with in a modern Ball. Room 4 No, the honour of 
theſe improvements is all due to us, whe have 
been fo long bleſſed with the tranſcendent light of 
the Goſpel ; ſcarcely did the Pagan world, in the 
midſt of their idolatrous darkneſs, ever atrive at 
that exquiſite perfection in all kinds of Diverſions, 
Luxury, and Extravagance, that is "How t to be 
met with amongſt thoſe. that are NE ed ed gaud 
Chriſtians. fon? 5 140 8 


But g granting that, ie che dne - the 5 anti 


of Chriſtianity, there really were ſome ſuch enter- 


tainments amongſt "Heathens as modern BaLLs; 
yet we canngt apple that CD and his pale 


FIC (a) John xxi. 2 . 
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fe relating to Bs, bec. oHy | 
it neceſſary to tell their Convent, that 


dey could not romp and ſkip about like buffooms, 
and merry-andrews, in all the glare of expenſive 
dreſs, amongſt a crowd of unconverted Heathens, 
either for their own diverſion, or for that of the 


company, and at the ſame time ſanctiſy the Lore 


Cod in their bearts(b); preſerve in them a truly 


_ Chriſtian Spirit, and be firiving to enter in at the 
trait gate (e). Can any man in his ee make 


tfuch a ſuppoſition 2 
But here, (aecording to the frond e it 
will be ſaid," that the world (at leaſt the part of it 


which we inhabit) is now become Chriſtian, and that 
the company we meet at theſe nocrurnal 3 


called Ba L LS, are not Heathens, but Chriſtians.” 

grant that they are ſo called, and that they have 5 
outſide appearance of Chriſtians; but are they Dif. 
ciples of that bleſſed Jeſus who'is meek and lowly in 
beart (d)? Are they crucified to the world, and the 
avorld to them ( e)? Do they hunger and thirſt after 


rightecuſneſs ? Are they of the number of thoſe pure 


in heart, thoſe poor in Spirit, or of thoſe meek ant 
Hleſſed mourners (F), to whom our Lord has confined 
the kingdom of heaven ? Are they preſſ ng forward 
towards the prize of the high calling in Chriſt Jeſus, 
that is ſet before them (g]! Are they redeeming the 
lime, becauſe the days are evil(b)? Are they not often 


engaged in that fooliſh talking and jeſting, which the 
Apoſtle tells us are not convenient (i)? But on the 


r 3 5 cContrary, 


| (5) i Pet. iii. 15. (9 Luke xiii. 24. (4) Matt. xi. 29, 
(e) Gal. vi. 11. (/) Matt. v. J, + 5 6. (%) Philly. Sea 
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contrary, Deen e werd of Cirit deli E 


In Criſt Jeſus 507 


0 0 Coloſt i iii. 16. "I . v. 14. 4 * 18 
% Heb. iy. (e Holo. fü . (). Nom. it. 21) 
i) Mart. vi. . » (+), 1 fed lie 4 C pb, u. 3% 
0% Eph. ni. 17. (c) Mart. Thi (3 (x). Heb. xi;11 $6) 
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richly, teaching and admoniſiag one another (. 


warning the unruly, comforting the feeble-minded, au 


ſupporting the weak (1)? Are they giving diligence is 
make their calling and election ſure (m);; leſt promiſe 
being made them of entering into hig reſt, any ef them 
ſhould,. ſeem to come ſpart of it (n) Are their, affec- 
diens ſet. on things above, and not on; things; on the 
earth (o]? Are they not conformed to this preſent evil 
world (p)? and inſtead of zakingi-thought ahere- 
withal they ſhall. be clotbed (g), are. they ſeeking to 
adorn themſelves in the bidden man f the: hears ( nf 
Are | they renewed in tbe ſpirit of their minds ( 

Does Chrift dwell. in their hearts by, faith (t)? Dp 
they take up their croſs daily, and deny themſelves, 
and follow him (u); Are they living as ſtrangers 


and pilgrims upon earth (x)? Do they continue in- 


faut in prayer (Y) Hove they that mech and quiet 
ſpirit, which .St Peter aſſures us is of ſuch great 
price in ile fight. ef God (z)? Are they blameleſs 
and harmleſs, the, ſors f God, . amidſt a crooked 
and. perverſe uation, among whom they ſpine as lights 
in the. world (a)? In a word, are tho new. __ 
MIS. 3.19% * toy Nga 
Theſe, and theſe only, are Steigend earl of 4 
en and Scriptare- is the only touch - ſtone 
2 we cau, according to the Rpoſtle's com- 
"_ — * 1 Amen e 7 2 5 


17 


(y) Rom. xii. 12. () 1 Pet. iii. 4. (a) * ii. 15. 


(5) 2 Cor. v. 17. (ce) 1 Jobn iv. 1. 
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OO riddbefe rearing v Barke K. T 
and though we are not to paſs haſty cenſures upon 
any, yet we muſt not ſo far diſhonour the Goſpel 


of our bleſſed Saviour, as to admit every vain pre- 
tender to Cbriſtianity into the claſs of true believersy 
for as ſure as God's word is true, any perſon who 
has not moſt, if not all the before - mentioned marks 
of a Chriſtian, can lay no juſt claim to the name? 
Therefore before we waſte our precious time at 
Batls, PLAYS, Caryp-TaBLs *, &c, upon the 
preſumption- that many good Chriſtians make no 
ſcruple of going to them, how much does it bes 
hove us to examine whether the above Scriptures” 
marks of a Chriſtian do appear (and where they 
are, they muſt appear) in thoſe perſons by whoſe 
WR we ſuffer ourſelves to be ks For if 
N B. LH 5 81 Fs „ cheſt. 
= Permit me + how " to pi one dete to every Lal 
who frequents Card.tables- Can any woman who ſpends 
great part of an evening in playing at Cards, and no inconſider- 
able part of the morning in receiving, ' ſending, reading and 
writing Cards for engagements, reaſonably conclude that 
the is clothing her/elf with the whole: armitur of God, and Works 
ing out her own ſalvation with frar ant trewbling ? Eph. vi. 13, 
Phil. ii. 12. But you will perhaps tell me, you are 2) 0 meant 
a conſlant player at Cards, and when you do; it #3 on fur 4 
trifle, juſt to kill the time, or paſs away an idle hour, and that by 
playing at Cards vou o avoid doing much unf I hope it 
will be ſuffeĩient anſwer to ſay; that I am ſorry you think the 
ſhort time allotted you in this ſtate of probatiun- to prepare your 
Soul for Eternity, to be ſo very cheap a drug that you will ſell 
It for a trifle ; and that it will be as vain an excuſe to that idle 
unprofitable ſervant who bid hit lord's talent in the earth; (Matt. 
«xv; 25.) to ſay, be might hve been doing worſe; à itavould be 
for a eriminal who -was accuſed of theft, to plead in his own 
uy that he * have been 3 murder. „„ 
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as Addreſs relating fo Bark Ne. 


theſe' be the Bible-evidences of a Chriſtian, and if 
they are not found in thoſe whoſe Religion is ſet up 
for the warrant of BaLLs, then their preſence at 
them cannot juſtify or authorize them; and we are 
reduced to the neceſſity either of diſbelieving the 
Bible, or elſe of believing that thoſe who have not 


theſe evidences are no Chriſtians, ; - 


St Paul aſſures us, that be is not a N who 1s 


one outwardly, neither is that circumciſion which is 
outward in the fleſh; but he is a Few who is one 


inwardly, and circumciſion is that of the heart, in the 
ſpirit, and not in the letter (e): So he is certainly 
no Chriſtian who is only one outwardly ; and bap- 


tiſm is that of the heart, in the _ and not in 


the letter only, 

ee as it is impoſſible. "ee any dept to object 
ainſt this concluſion, for the future don't enter- 
tain ſuch unworthy notions of a real Chriſtian, 


who has in him the mind that was in Chriſt (J), as 


to ſuppoſe that ſuch an one will go to Bars, 
Pl Av- Hous Es, or any of thoſe Seminaries of Vice, 


which Satan and his inſtruments have eſtabliſhed in 


this land ; and which they would honour with the 


ſ pecious but falſe name of innocent diver/i jons = 
1 


(e) Rom. ii. 28. | Ta | Philip. 11, Fe: 
ft is indeed aſtoniſhing, how any perſon, who makes the 


Jeaſt pretenſions to Chriſtianity, can poſſibly be ſeen at a Pay- 
houſe, ſince our Comedies in general are not only ſtuffed with 


oaths and impieties, but with ſuch obſcenities as a modeſt 


Heathen would have bluſhed at; yet even theſe are perhaps not 
productive of ſuch evil conſequences as many of our Tragedies, 
1 6 matrons urge wan 5 _ n. of 
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1 now, I | hope, fully confuted the 1 
arguments:in mens: of BaLLs, and proved beyond 


3+ $4431 / EVER th, all 
theirleamingi inſtructive leſtons of VIRTUE and MORALITY "Pp 
Now if ranting, romantic love, pride, ambition, revenge, 5 mn}, 


and cruelty, (not to mention ſelf-murder) be eſteemed V 

and Morality, I muſt confeſs that moſt of our celebrated Tage 
dies abound with theſe; and that there is no place 2 
better calculated to make young people. truly virtuous: and 
moral, than the two Theatres of Covent - Garden and Drag. 
Lane. But you object, that the deſign of Plays i is not to encou- 


rage, but to laſh the follies of Mankind, by giving us 4 E 
abhorrence of thoſe vices which are expoſed upon the Stage. 


What validity there is in your objection, may be — | 


| by deſiring you to conſider in what light you would lock op 
2 Lady who being anxious to have her averſion to oaths, - blaſ. 


phemy, and obſcenity increaſed, ſhould make all her ſeryants 
come into her preſence, and give them a crown to cürſeß ww ear, 
act and talk indecently, till ſhe ſound her antipathy ſor theſe 
crimes raiſed. to a proper piteh: or fearing leſt u e | 
daughter were not enough diſguſted at the fins of u 
drunkenneſs, was to admoniſh the. one to frequent houſes of in 
fame, and the other to ſpend a few 2224 2 a —_; of - 
drunkards at a tavern. = 
Since I have touched on this ſibjea, I beg pe abbot 8 

following fact, Which however ſhocking it may appear to a2 


Chriſtian, I myſelf was eye-witneſs of a few. years ago, when 
with ſhame and forrow I confeſs I was a great freqbenter of 


Play-houſes.” * Tt was at the benefit of 'a cettain Dancing. - 
«© maſter: The boxes were moſtly filled with young children, 
«« who I ſuppoſe were the ſcholars. of this maſter, and came to 
« have their infant ideas formed by a lewd Comedy. Between 


the acts, or after the play, I forget which, one of theſe chil- | 
1 dren, who ſeemed to be about ſeven years old, came forth, 
| «and danced two public minuets upon the ſtage with her 
«© maſter;. without doubt to the no ſmall ſatisſaction of her 


* good Mane, whoſe, heart muſt needs alſo dance with joy, to 


1 ſee her dear child ſo muck applauded by ſo polite an aſſembly * 


« and that ſhe had already acquired /e corps degage, and was 
fe Py freed from all mauvaiſe Bente at ſo tender an age”, 


— 


T4 A. Atdarefs relating ts BAITS, bee; 
all diſpute, chat they are forbidden by the whole 
tenor of Scripture, and that none but thoſe who 
content themſelves with the ſhadow of Chriſtianity 
inſtead of the ſubſtance, will ever be frequenters 
of them. 
Wye third argument in favour of Baits yet re: 
mains to be anſwered z namely, that provided we 
do not make a conſtant practice of going to them, 
there can be no harm i in them now and then, by 
way of relaxation; and that by mixing ourſelves 
fometimes with the diverſions of the world, we re- 
turn with greater reliſh to retirement and NN” 
duties. 

© To this 1 readily and briefly OY that the ſame 
reaſon, why, we ought not always to be preſent at 
them, (viz. becauſe they are ſinful) holds good 
why we ſhould never be Preſent at them; "unleſs 
you will roundly maintain that we can ſerve God 
and Mammon (g), and may compound with our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour; that when we are called 
80 give our bearts to God (b), a part of them is only 
meant, and that we may ſometimes indulge a 
trifling worldly ſpirit, and ſometimes be devout 
and heavenly-minded; which is not at all leſs ab- 
furd than if you were to ſay, we may be ſometimes 
drunk and ſometimes ſober; ſometimes nes and 
ſometimes diſhoneſt.” 

Let me farther add, chat! it is a miferable fign of | 
our being yet dead in fin, that we can look upon 
ſuch things as BAL Ls in the light of relaxations 


I rr to take delight in chem "now and 
| OY , 


4 (2) Mat, ONT | 7 Prov, xxili 


E. Auge ih 15 


4 argues our nature to be as much unrenewed, 
as if we were pleaſed with them every night of our 
lives. And thoſe who aſſert, that by: mixing our- 
ſelves ſometimes with the diverſions of the world, ws 
return with greater reliſh io retirement and religious 
duties; might with as great propriety affirm, that 
\ Baits and Plays were means of Grace, and 
highly proper to kindle a ſpirit of devotjon that, 
a ſure way to become truly religious, is to lay our 
good thoughts aſide, to mix ourſelves with carnal, 
unconverted company, and do as they do; inſhorts 
to ſtifle all the motions of S Spirits. and Tek 
him from us. . 
Would you not chink any man 3 progine obie 
for Bedlam, chat ſhould ſeriouſly give you ſuch ad- 
vice as this, in order to make you a more zealous 


Chriſtian ? yet, however monſtrous and abſurd this, 
may ſeem, it is not at all more fo, than the before 
our - 


mentioned argument for ſometimes indulgi 
ſelves in the diverſions of the world, in order that 
we may return to the practice of Religion with 
Heater earneſtneſs and ſatisfaction. 


But farther, what. a deplorable ſtate muſt ths 
ſoul bel in, that is obliged to have recourſe to ſucõk 
miſerable ſhifts? How unfit'to lanch into eternity, 
where we are to be happy day and night in ſweet. 
communion with God, and in Anging praiſes to il 
Lamb. for ever and ever; (and that without an 
BaLLs, PLavs, &c. to relax our minds and increaſe 
our'zeal) how unfit, I ſay, muſt that ſoul be for ſuch 
a work as this, that had rather ſpend five or fix - 
hours at a Bari , than in religious Meditation, Prayer, | 
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2 Diſs, TG the Word of God, or r 
other good Boot? Surely the joys of heaven muſt 
be very infipid to ſuch an one, and the employment 
of ſaints and angels nothing but mere drudgery. - _ 
But it is not ſo with the rue Chriſtian. He looks 
upon his Maſter's yoke as tight and eaſy (i); and 
his commandments are more deſirable to bim than 
Ine gold; yea, ſweeter than hony and the hony- 


comb (k). The heart of the true Chriſtian is 


changed, and fixed upon heavenly objects; there- 
fore he is conſtant and ſteady in his obedience. 
His religion does not influence him only by fits 
and ſtarts ; nor can he lay it aſide in order to attend 
the pleaſures of the world, and take it up again 


when he has no other engagements upon his 


hands. 

If this then be the Amber of the irue Chriftian, 
what ſhall I ſay to thoſe who have ſcarcely the 
fhadow of it? Can you poſſibly think that you 
have obtained the new heart which God hath pro- 
miſed to his faithful people; and that the ſame 
mind is in you that was alſo in Chriſt Feſus (I); 

when you are pleaſed with thoſe very things, with 
which the moſt .profligate part of the world is 
pleaſed ? . Certainly there can be no greater proof 
that the ſame diſpoſitions and tempers are in you 
that are in them, and that you are of thoſe very 
people whom St Paul ſtiles lovers of Pleafare, 
more n lovers uy, Cod 60 
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An Addreſs relating fo Bars, &c. #F 
5 T-1 O N THE SEC O N D. a 


HUS "IE for my anſwer to the third ar- 
gument in favour of BAL ILS. And now I 


cannot but think that every unprejudiced perſon 
will allow that what I have already advanced is 


ſufficient to overthrow whatever has been, or can 


be faid in vindication of them. However, Firſt, 
It is not my intention to ſtop here, but to proceed 


to ſhew yet farther, that the cuſtom of BaLLs is 


totally deſtructive of every religious ſentiment, 
inſomuch that it ſtrikes at the very root of 
Chriſtianity. Secondly, I ſhall lay before you the 
Reaſons why the evil tendency, and actual wicked- 
neſs of this kind of diverſion, is nevertheleſs ſo 
little perceived, that many ſouls are hurried away 
by it, without being ſenſible of their error. Laſtly, 
I ſhall add a word of exhortation and caution, 
concerning the great danger of a blind conformity 


to cuſtom and example. | 
And Firſt, That the cuſtom @ Balls is de- 


ſtructive of every religious ſentiment, can any one 
deny who takes an impartial view of the frequenters 
of them, commonly called, the. BEST company? 
By far the greater part of whom, if they live not 
in any outward notorious wickedneſs, yet ſeem 


perfectly indifferent and lukewarm in what con- 
cerns their ſouls: Their Religion is a thing by the 
by, a formal lifeleſs piece of ceremony, which only 
ſerves to their greater deluſion, 155 
8 »„I; 
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Now if this be the caſe (and would to God it 
were not) may we not ſafely affirm, that there are 
more people kept from God by Barts, and ſuch 
like trifling amuſements, than by more palpable 
and 'groſs ſins? For the latter are more apt to 
gall the ſinner's conſcience, and ſend him to Chrift 

for eaſe ; whereas the former, whilft they exclude 
the grace of God, and reſiſt the ſtrivings of his 
Spirit, rather keep conſcience aſleep, and by that 
means gnaw like a canker-worm, and as it were 
undermine the ſoul without our being Faule of 
receiving any injury by them. ; 
© God forbid that I ſhould here be underſtood as if 
I thought it neceſſary for all perſons to be guilty of 
- notorious ſins, in order to make them ſenſible of 
their great need of a Redeemer ; for this is ſo 
far from being my meaning, that I would willingly 
convince you of the great danger of looking upon a 
any fin as little, and ſhew you how highly diſpleaſ- 
ing every thing muſt needs be in the ſight of an all- 
Pure God that has even the leaſt tendency to evil. 

But whether all perſons chooſe to look upon the 
diverſion of Bars as wicked or not; yet we have 
the authority of an Apoſtle to ſay, that „he that 
lives in pleaſure, is dead while ſhe liveth (n). She 
may indeed be in perfect health and ſpirits ; and 
be greatly admired for her gaiety and vivacity, 

_ -whilſt her poor ſoul is languiſbing and dying within 
her; ſo that whilſt ſhe is alive to the 00 of . 
_ the world, the is _ 0 2 Lows... of SN; 
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that they prevent people from looking into them 


| ſelves,” and. cheriſh à vain, trifling, unchriſtian 1 
ſpirit; not only for the time being, but oftentimes TY, 


for whole days and weeks. before and after; as any 
unprejudiced perſon muſt allow, that has heard 
what wonderful ſatisfaction young Ladies frequently 


expreſs at the. thoughts, of an approaching Aﬀembly, 
and what preparations they make for their dreſs 


upon the Ball-night ; And when' this is over, what 
ample fields for ſcandal are opened from the be- 
haviour and particularities of the company ? What 
edify ing converſation does the faſhionable or un- 
faſhionable flounce of ſuch a lady 8 negligee afford! ? 


And how often is the ruſtic aukwardneſs, or ops; 


ralleled elegance of an entertainment diſcuſſed ? - 
Perhaps ſome will fay, it is true theſe things 


muſt in general be allowed to. be contrary to the 

Spirit of Chriſtianity, and many may be greatly hurt 

by them, but I never think of a BALL before I go to 
it; at leaſt when 1 do, it is with meer indifference ; 
I give myſelf no trouble about my dreſs, nor do 1 
ever make any ſatyrical remarks upon the com- 
pany; therefore however ſome people may abuſe 

theſe innocent amuſemenis, I never was the worſe for 
them in all my life. 4 


To this I anſwer ; that it it is a WE mark of 


| an unrenewed heart, to fancy that you can go to 
ſuch places without being hurt by them; as no- 


thing can more tend todeaden Grace and to extinguiſh 
the Life of God in the Soul, than the vain conver- 
ation, and rrifling behaviour of the 8 one 
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20 An Ada | DPM to kl Kc: . 
generally meets with at BAL Ls. But if you are 
determined not to allow that you yourſelf are the 
worſe for theſe things, (though you confeſs that 
many people may be greatly hurt by them ;) yet, 
are you not aware of the harm you do by your ex- 
ample, and that you are, though you may not 
think of it, ſoothing others in their ſins, and contri- 
buting your part to keep them in a ſtate of im- 
penitency ? Surely this will be no inconſiderable 
augmentation of your own guilt, No, you ſay, 
becauſe if I did not ,go to theſe -places, others 
would. It is not in my power to put a ſtop to 
ſuch proceedings. But do not you by going do 
all in one perſon's power to countenance and en- 
courage them; Do not you act directly contrary to 
that expreſs command of God, which ſays, Thou 
Hall not fellow a multitude to do evil (o)? And, on 
the contrary, by abſenting yourſelf, do not you do 
all in one perſon's power to diſcourage and prevent 
them? If every body was to argue as you do, the 
moſt wicked and abominable cuſtoms would be 
openly ſupported and. defended ; whilſt every ſup- 
porter of them would be crying out, It is not I 
that am the cauſe of theſe doings, becaufe they 
would be the ſame whether I contributed to them 
or not. Now let me aſk theſe perſons, Would 
you go upon the high-way, whilſt you have a real 
deſire to prevent robbing ? Or would you get 
drunk and ſwear, becauſe when you allow ſuch ha- 
bits to be very wicked, you have a like deſire to 
put a top to them? ? This 3 is Juſt as if you were to 
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- ſays 66 Though I heal wich there were no „ : 
> vey: Dn. to put 3 imo o practice. all = 


« though I know I am thereby encouraging tha | 


«« abominable vices.” Examine the caſe, 
will find it juſt the ſame with regard BAT EK. ws, 
Let me farther aſk you, who pretend i to. "Gin 
real for Religion, and yet make no ſcruple 

going to BAITS, Prars, &c. Whether you 
ally look upon yourſelf as a ſteward of what you 4 
poſſeſs, who without heſitation can ſquander away” — 
in diverſions. what would contribute to the ſupport | 
wie my of * Ae kleene 1 


748. egen 


An id no 8 29 


„ How many poor WEE hs through W 5 10 trade, 4 
want of employment, long ſickneſs, &c. are reduced to the "2 
greateſt neceſſity, might be annually relieved with the ſums that 
are ſquandered away at. the Theatfes for the ſupport of A com- 
pany of idle drones (or, as the Law terms them, ag abend. > 
whoſe whole buſineſs itis to corrupt the public? Perhaps ai 
think that becauſe what they ſpend every year at Fler hauses is 
very inconſiderable, there ſore the guilt of with. ir charity 

from poor diſtreſſed houſekee pers, and others that really ſtand 
in need of it, ànd contributing to the maintainaste of fuck a 
ſet of infamous lazy wretches as players in general are, can by 


no means be chargeable to them. All 1 defire of ſuch is, _ | 


| ſeriouſly to conſider that places for the promoting of ſin and 
wickedneſs are in effect as much ſupported by ſubſcription as 


| thoſe that are dedicated to the glory of God, and intended 


for the relief of the ſick, needy, and deſerted; and as ever | 
one who, like the poor widow. in the Goſpel, adds his mite to- 
_ wards the carrying on any pious deſign, /all in mo aviſe 24 lie 25 

reward, (Mark ix. 41.) and the prayers of thoſe he has aſbited | 
ſhall be heard in his behalf; (that is, provided what he gives. 4 
ſprings from the true principle of faith in Chriſt 3 Co 


22 1 Adee 15 relating 70 Bizis! Scr 9 


How much oftener you have deprived-yourſelves 
4 ee natural on to 11 a W than to 


1 4 Wh watch 


Anu YOM or ſelf jufification ;) ſo in Waage who- 
euer contributes the leaſt mite towards the encouragement of 
Vice and Idleneſs, ſhall, (unleſs timely repentance prevent it) 
in no wiſe go unpuniſhed; and has great reaſon to fear leſt 
he ſhould be anſwerable for the ſins of thoſe poor wretches 
to/whoſe ſupport he has been acceſſary, without which they 
might have fought out an innocent and uſeful way of life. 

But I will ſuppoſe you one of thoſe who are not neglectful 
of the duty of alms giving, aud therefore (to uſe your on ex- 
preſſion) you think there is no harm at all in now and then 
king the rational amuſement of a good play: ſo that at the 
year's end, between what is flung away at Play-bouſes and 
other diverſions, and what you falſely call Charity, ſuppoſing 
you a perſon of an eaſy fortune, your accounts may nearly | 


e. 


For che f upport of Ranelagh and 7 aux-hall, 
and the Muſicians, Singers, . &c. there- | 
unto belonging 855 3 ne 
One Ridotto and two oem — — 2 


5 


2 2 & 
Loſt at Cards (Card- money included) — 6 6 © 
Paid at ten Plays for the encouragement ß 
Vice and Immorality, and for the maintainance 4 10 6 
of Actors, Dancers, n Mimicks, and 1. 
112998 eee ee e ee 
. 1 je oY | Total year's account 1 


For the relief of the Sick and Needy N — | 7 "ow o 


I fear there are bat few who frequent -ublic places chat will | 
Have any reaſon to complain that I have done them injuſtice, 
either by enhancing the ſum they annually conſume in diver- 
Fons, or that I have been too low in my eſtimate of what they 
_ Ewploy for the benefit of the diſtreſſed ; I would therefore now 
beg them to reflect how they would like to have the above bill 
produced 4 at the great Day of Accounts, when OT" fall uu 

called 


Ibe foundation of the world, Matt. xxv. 34. 


thine in a ſtage· box, or to ſparkle in a minuet 


amidſt the circle of wondering beholders in à Ba. 
room, than you do each day to adorn your ſoul 


for the general aſſembly and church of the firſt-born(g? 
May I alſo demand in what ſtate of mind for 


religious duties you return home from'BatLis 


whether or no your mind is never full of the 


pretty things that were whiſpered in your eat bx 


your partner; whether you are never chagrined | 
about ſome punctilio of precedency, or elated on 
account of the extraordinary notice that was taken 


of you? eſpecially if it was your happy lot to open 


the BALL, or to lead up the firſt country-dance with 
the moſt honourable perſonage in the room? ©. 


what noble matter of heart-felt joy muſt this be to 
a truly Pom ſoul, who has 1 ee, 5 


called upon to aka for the talent e to * 0 

and when every one Hall be. rewarded according to bis BT. 
(Matt. xvi. 27. xxv. 25.) Would they not have reaſon to 
fear leſt it ſhould ſtrike them ſpeechleſs before the judge, and 


| Teſt that dreadful ſentence ſhould be pronounced againſt them, 
Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire prepared for the 


devil and Bis angels? (Matt. xxv. 41.) Whilſt thoſe who not 
daring to countenance, either by their preſence or purſe, hat- 


ever hath the appearance of evil, but from the true motive of 
Faith working by love, have been laying up te themſthues ma- 
| fares in heaven, and have dedicated their abundance 7o e | 

| the hungry, clothing the naked, and viſiting the fiel and in A 
dall have their ears charm'd with thoſe glorious words, © Come, 


E 
b 
; 2 
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ve bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom Pripared! 7 


(0) 1 Pet. iv. 7. e eee, 55 


W unto prayer (p) 7, How? MU more e 1 
you allot to adorn your body, when you are ti / 
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regeneratins 4 the renewing o the Holy Ghoſt 607 3 
I would further deſire to „whether before u 
exclude the ſun in order to * to ſleep, you uſe 
your Morning or Evening Prayers? Or whether, 
as it is uncertain which are moſt proper, you eſteem 

it moſt prudent to uſe neither? Laſtly, let me aſk 
you, with a ſerious concern for your eternal welfare, 
what you can poſſibly think of the ſtate of your 
\ ſouls, who, whilſt ſo many Chriſtians are praiſing 
the Lord for having refreſhed them with ſeaſonable 
reſt, and for having ſafely brought them to the begin- : 
ning of a new day; whilſt ſo many Chriſtians are 
thus happily employed, what can you, I fay, think 
of the ſtate of your ſouls, who, wearied with your 
laſt night's revel, are ſinking into your beds with 
the din of the concluding country-dance in your 
ears, and having ſpent the night in the works of 
_ darkneſs, (in order to compleat the * muſt 
waſte the day in ſleeping? 

Was I to intreat you to ſpend a few hours, in 
Prayer and Meditation, you would think me an 
bard taſt-maſter, and would readily aſk, What? 
Are we to be always on our knees? Is there no 
time for relaxation? Yet, while you are capering 
about like ſo many frantic Bedlamites, when your 

. uſual time for Evening Prayer is come, I fear you 
never once ſay, What ? Are we to be at this work 
all night? Is there no time for Prayer and Medi- 
tation! 4; 200k 3 5 

Believe me, your caſe 3 is very deplorable, 2 

6 more fo, as _ NNE dag | 
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guilty f before God ove wy. 


in a the + Lond's Prager, 
waking upon Got in Even 10 
when 10 rity boch to de 


aun bis ail : 2 2 are a ths bert . 
5 whilſt vou 1 ptuctiſe dart en a 
| Aber ar eftas 
bum the Kg of ee, overthrow . 
the kingdom of God? Laſtly; How! "Ears you, 
without the higheſt degree of hyp6cti , beſeech 
the Almighty not to lead you into $8655 4.0 and 10 
ddirvet you from voi lu) f hen ah ee 
deferniinied! or prin |  hadlotg pt "= 
doen:? And, fo, far to choſe tbe erh 
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6 daa, to- A hut if von; - 
termined: not to leave off goingito-BaLLs, : ; 
I dare not affirm, but that you had better leaye off 
ſaying your prayers, for though you honour: God 
with, hour mouib, your heart is far from him (13 
2 the er x: the wicked. 15 4 reine to ( 0 
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be mort full and 


ESIDES all this, what can 
B perſuaſive than thoſe words of St. Paul, Be ye 


fallotvers of me, even as I al am .of Chriſt (5); 
And again, Bretbren, be followers together of me (t). 
M bal ſoever ge do, do all to the glory of God (u), &c. 
I know it is eaſy to put ſmooth, gloſſy intetpre- 
tations. upon theſe and other texts of Seripture, 


and fo, to eee * den bole mou 0 mo man- 


6 Matt. x xy. 0 Ia 05 Prov. Skin; nix 27 
0 * Cor. xi. J- 35 1 1 Ker. . 16, TH 51111 + 
( 1 Cor. x. 35. 5 


Ne TY 4 93. $5 i TE Fol ILL. 
.. It wee . to Rai 8 all Mothen and d 
would well conſider theſe things, and inſtead of f 
i, 8 and Neices about to BatLs, Pr vs, Canp-Tanuus, 

c. would bring them up i= the ables and} Le of the Lerd, 

a vi. 4. and ſee that their refaxations were ſuch as Chrif. - 
tians e take ; but, in general, ſo little do they 
reflect on the guilt they hereby pull down on their own heads, 
that many dear children of God. haye. been forcibly « 
to go to theſe nurſeries of fin and vice by their carnal. 
T mean, not only by ſuch as are notoriouſly: wicked, but even en by 

the more decent formaliſts; who. can pity careleſs finners, and 
rail at the degeneracy of the age, whilſt their greateſt uneaſineſs 
is to ſee the true n of real Piety in any oye” *. 2 


ſy) 


name to'live and are dead) 


ſecurity, whilſt by dividing their hearts benyeen, God and the | 
20 are buried in lukewarmneſs and blinded by forma- 
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nn . * 2 


2 chat e he: — Ghoſt ſays one thing, hes 
means another; other wiſe, till ! it can be n 
this holy Apoſtle went to BLIS, (the very idea * 
which is even ſhocking z0-conceive);and har bey: 
tend to promote the glory of God how:cawitipeſ-* 


. 7 


ſibly be thought lawful for us to go to tem; who) 


are ſo ſolemnly called upon to imitate him, and to 
make the glory « of You. the end of all our actions? 

It may be objected, that you are not called upon 
to be pee 11 anſwer, that though 'you are 
feos en de an N mw ps as much 


ei 8 3 D ? . p 4.386 3 7 . calle 
00 2 Pet. ji, 16. VF 2505 * 8 h 5 n A Va @ 4 
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» Ir is amazing how. 5 le . 
Aae i Aa the Scriptur 


in order to bring che g of rekts to the idens altead 
formell in their minds, and to lull themſelves into a wretchäöd 


hus almoſt every exp drehen i in the whole book of ( Goc 


or} not to be ine ———— corey — 


g's will ſerve their turn, rather than ſuffer their eyes to be 


opened to ſee the naked fate of theit fouls, they will quarrel. 


a 


with the tranſl: 80 chat ſetting aſide what is cbhfned to 


primitive times, is Bot to be tanze l u bed endes and 
what is not tanſlated Aceordi 
minds; Chriſtians, now-a-days n * 
; Wr yrd 


to the fancy uf men of corrupt 
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called upon to he a ſervait and child o of Goth ta de | 
a Mew ereature in Chriſt, Ji (9 ta nde 
180% in the fear of God. (2), to ſtriu 
the trait gate (a), and lo adorn the Adee of God: 
our Saviour in all things (O), as any of the Apoſtles ; 
are; nor can you, without rehouncing both Rea 
ſon and Religion, indulge, yourſelf in any practice f 
that appears to you totally inconſiſtent with the: 
piety- of any ether Chriſtian whatever, and at the 
ſame time fancy that you are abſtaining from: all ap- 
Peargnge of evil, and are: of tha number” of. thoſe, whoſe 
ſpirit and ſoul and body ſhall ba preſerved blamdleſs unto: 
the coming of our Lard Jeſus Chriſt le) „ ons 1 

But methinks you are by this time ready to ſay, 
” Mp, if this be the caſe, ave muſt . even ſeclude our 
'* ſelves from all ſociety, bid farewel do chearfulnaſe 
<< and relaxations, ſhut ourſelves up in convents, and 
| 6 fo become elanchey mqpers and die of ae Us. 
6 6 pours. 

But no; entertain not a thought ſo adtvjtitory 
from the honour. of Chriſt and his goſpel; for Chri- 
ſtianity does at once tend to promote chearfulneſs 
and to improve ſociety, and the bleſſed IEP © 
it, fo far from countenancing a monkiſh ſeclu- 


ion from our fellow-creatüres, is repreſented as 
Kaing about. doing goed (dh, that we who bear his 
E e av 8 and St. 
1 1 Jo $4 2 1 2M . 5 Fu 
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and thoughtſvl. muſt often ſeek . 


_ whereas would they cordiaſly, und without neſerves 


a — — hey ca- 655 na 5 


whether thoſe, wha attend BAL ES, Prars, Se. a 
thereby goiag bent daing good, or mati u god , 


Mios befars many wings, 1 apprehend needy, n 


long time to determine : hut permit me to ſay, that, 
thoſe perſons are utter ſtrangers to dne raligiany; 
who look upon it as a melancholy. 1ervice, on den. - * 
ſtructi ve of any; ſocial duty wi * Certain 
it, is, that every zeal. Chriſtian muſt be ſerious; 


be frequept;jn- prayer, ſelf⸗ examination, ant all the - 
exerciſes. of godlineſs i hut then he will not look, 
upon the kite chat is thus ſpent ns tediohs, b as. by - 
far! the moſt Happy hours of his lift. And che Wa 
ſon why; ſo few. find any: real happineſß in religion 
is, becaaſe they have oni juſt enongk to de 
themſelves, and to make it & burden to thams - 


give up their hearts to God, they would then lau- 
perience that peace wbiah paſeth ail undenflanes 
ing, andi dom be convincede dat: the pleaſiures.of the; - 


world are as empty and deluſive, ' as thoſe w hich 


ch a Kley is — in 
this * Fs with: eahtNGs having alt 


paſſions; and -tengpers:allayedy which ate not 


hurtful to our n peice, but 06 rn 


eiety d in -havitig; bur. nature s caiſed: io Hie hiheſt 


degeer tf Perfection they are eupable uf in our prey | 
ſout embodied ſtate? in the N of ſweet 
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to 


30 . 
communion with G88, i our my | 
father? in the ſenſe of our adoption a8 hairs" 20916" 
cCCebri 9 and in the antieipation of thoſe pleafures 
1 bib are at God's right-band (F) and of which” 
WW the true believer is to be made partaker through all 
i the boundleſsages of eternity? And are theſe things 
| likely to promote melancholy!” Is this a ſtate bd 
| mch to be dreadetdd ! n Hon! e 
5 1 indeed by ſociety de meant thoſe companies 
wherein God is forgotten, or what i is wars e 
het is diſhonoured ; I eadily grant that 
flian will voluntarily mix himſelf. with” thi N 
it be with that nobleſt of all views, 'a deſire of 
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3 71 


| benefiting their ſouls, and ſpreading” 4 favour of 
| religious knowledge amongſt them. Again, if by 
; relaxations be meant Bias, Prays, and other 
d tdwerſſons of the like nature, it is certain chat with 
| whatever eagerneſs theſe may be purſued by ſuch as 
[ſ are firangers to nobler joys, yet they are as incl - 
it able of ſatisfying one who has received the grace f 
h God in truth (b), as à philoſopher! is incapable of 
on ere ene ei and en een ame 
1 SECTION rhe FOURTH 
ty conſiſting not in any form of dh: 
* - ties, but in 2 temper and ſpirit of growing 
i! conformity to Jeſus Chriſt; wherever this is 
jd ws there can be no vital Religion. This is 
Il | too often miſtaken by thoſe who meaſure Religio 
18 IOW 30" 1nd frees HH cl nat Holbodars :by 
1 | Hie 90 V Rom. vill. = (TMK 
1 17 - 3 FT Col. i i. 6, <1 at 10 
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by 8 and hence many run ine 
the ſtrangeſt abſurdities, whilſt by a mixture of 
holy duties, and a round eee, 
compoſe a motley, character; which, whilſt by; its 
decency it gains the eſteem of the. world, and ſu 
ports; the pr | utterly; 

every, internal principle of the Ivins vie A — 
development may perhaps place this ch 


aracter in 


a more ſtriking, light. I will ſuppoſe; yon, what, 


you ſuppoſe, yourſelf, a very good ſort f bady :; As 
e ſuch, you make it. a conſtant practice to go. tothe 
Sacrament, yet you continue to allow yourſelf i in 
what the world calls its its Diverſions, BATTS, 
ASSEMBLIES); G6. Sboule I afk you 3 
you can think theſe things en your: 251 tell 
me, that if the one is neceſſar) 
cent. But pray how. 
think it thus innocent, that yoa chopſe, ar 
the other parts of e als wok 
crament, ten Abtanzen re — EY 


Places Sf ent 
neſs in your heart, char there is m 


ſiſtence, for the ſame perſons, 1: few 
Ly 2 = Dange, and. kad 2t) the; 


roſtrate before a crucified Saviour, pouring forth 
bears, whilſt you look on bim whom you have. pigreeds 
end mourn (s) £ F. Now, abſurd as this is, * 
of many Who would. 
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and t0 ättend a by Communion is 4godlineſs 
above the common level, this indy o well'enough/ 
and the felf-denial is not great. Fer ſuppoſing a 
weekly Bax, at the n ng they bed only twelve 
times in the year be ahiſent from it” But fo ſup⸗ 
poſe theſe” abſenters from Barts the Communioh- 
werk, had lived neater the primitive tines, wheti 
they not only on the firſt day of tlie weck aſſembled 
for breaking” of breud, und for krcher, but from 15 
hinjſe' to bouſe (h), through the weck, ri ] 
their Lord? s death, till be come; they muſt either 
have entirely given up their Bal, or been utterly 
excluded from the Communion of the faithful. 
To enter a Ball. room on the 'Thyrſday of the 
Paſſion- weck, the day before the crucifixion of thb 
Lord of life and glory, would certainly de reckoned 
profane by thoſe who have the loweſt notions of 
the Chriſtian Religion. It would indcate great 
inſenſibility to tliat aſtoniſhing Sactifice,/ ad great 
careleſſneſs about the effects of it. But is it not 
the Chriſtian's duty” to remember this every Huy of 
his life, and to-live under the influence; and ih the 


view of that awful tranſaction, as much us oH the 
W of the Palſioti-woek. ? 1 belithe the phe 


that what would = prota 


| which we owe each other, ought to be avoided by 
thoſe who are commanded to be ready for every 
good word and work (2)? L have ſpoken before of thei 


you were in the middle of a Dance, that he Was 


3 9 72 
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his table for this very purpoſe, that he may conti- 


nrally have this loim girt, and his light; burning; und 


be himſelf be as one that: waileth for the bridegroom, 
when be will return la ibe marriage (d Jap . om 3.2 

Cam it be doubted, whether or no, What is me; 
knowledged to indiſpoſe our hearts for waiting 
upon God, and unfits us for the duties of love! 


indiſpoſſtion for prayer which ſuch amuſer 
occaſions. 1 would add a word more with 


to another -ſocial duty. Should you, Mocive a 


a, whilſt 


meſſage from any near friend or relat 


very ill, and deſired once more to receive the pledg 


of a Saviour's love, before he went to his boſom, | 
no more to drink of the fruit of ile vine till e ſhould: . 
ant. i new. b in 1 IR 


here take FIT were ee d — 
ſhould meet: again; I fuppole you would not. think, 
yourſelf in a proper ſtate. to be a meet pacyoker of. ., 
this Ny Ordinance, after having been talking for 
together bona as tay — 5 


ha be t 0 Han r 22 unit v! 
cha bet ii! waſh; Abe hn 2051 _— — 
e Tit. iii. . nd e (4) Matt: vi. 29. 
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25 . Aa bit k Raus 7 
«< ſhe is dreſſed; how many couples there are, how. 
“many pretty Dances have Dow called, how Miſs 
« ſuch an one and her partner flirted it away toge- 
& ther, and much more of the like converſation 
te 10 the uſe of edifying: Conſider ſeriouſly, whether 
after ſuch a ſcene you would not have cauſe to fear, 
that were you called ro receive the Communion of 
the body and blood of Chriſt, ' you would eat and 
drink unworthily, and conſequently damnation to 
yourſelf (g); and that therefore you muſt refuſe the 
laſt kind office to your {dying friend; and if fo, 
you may ealily diſcover, that whatever in your 
conduct occaſions this, is as utterly inconſiſtent with 
true charity, and love of your brother, as it is 
contrary to the duty _ _ 700k owe to Chriſt 
__ R 

Lou vil fay, eee awd is a tw for all 
das (though in the uſe you make of theſe words 
you horridly pervert their meaning. *) In anſwer, 
I would aſk, whether there is a time to ſin, and 
whether à Chriſtian can - ever innocently allow 
himſelf in any practice whereby the temper of his 
heart is ſo far diſcompoſed, as to unfit him for a 
inn, oak _ en eee with the 
e Father 
teh 1 7 xi. 29. e, , 


5 * Adee, who had perhaps e of worldly 
_ pleaſure than any perſon either before or ſince his time, after 
_ declaring that all carthly things are empty and delufive, pra- 
| ceeds to ſhew that notwithſtanding this, the generality of people 
re wholly taken up in the purſuit of them; and yet there are 

ſome who would ſo groſly miſinterpret the words of this great 
Penitent, as to make him countenance thoſe ry which he 
- affirms to be only my and wexation Ari. Tp | 


f 


" . * 


e ome ere attenti 


many inconſiderate, well-1 eanin 
nue to go to them without ever being ſenſible ho 


Father and the So Son? ? And | whether | if death. ſhould: 
ſeize: him in this ſtate, he muſt not OP * 


excluded from both for ever? At 


_ 2ntion | TEST: 
bn Th BP * 


SECTION. THE "FIFTH: 


Fr1 


* againſt the unchriſtian diverſion of B 4 — 
I truſt that what I have ſaid already is ſul 


ſcandal to a Chriſtian. country. I proceed there 


fore to examine how it comes to paſs ons rc 


wickedneſs of Ba LLS is. ſo little perceived, that 
ing perſons, conti - 


great a fin they commit in ſo doing: I ſay, how 


great a ſin they commit, becauſe though they: may 
not be conſcious of any ſin at all, yet wilful igno- 

rance is no plea for innocence: Elſe the Jews had 
been guilty of no crime in crucifying the Lord of 
life, nor St Paul in perſetuting Chriſt and his 
Church; 3 who nevertheleſs ſtiles himſelf on that 


account the chief of ſinners (b); alluding, as, he 
himſelf aſſures us, to thoſe very fins he cor 


ignorantly, 


The principal cauſe why the wickedaels of 


Ban LLS is ſo little attended to, is their having been 


ft long eſtabliſhed, and frequented. by fo many 
people who make an owward fbew of Religion; 
| N inclines 3 to think that a cuſtom 4 
„ gon 


i (Md 1 Tim. i, 16. 


17 HAT need is e 


convince every reaſonable perſon that they are 4 | 


"*% % 1 4 n ; » 


8 Av Ade b. u n e 


as it were by law, in a nation profeſſing faith i in 
the name of Jeſus, and countenanced even by ſuch 
as are eſteemed pious Chriſtians, can neither be 
ſinful in itſelf, nor attended with any pernicious 

0 n e But a little conhderation” N con- 7 


— * — 


muſt he allowed, "that no S in reif Gnful, 
(os T have fully proved that of BAL Ls to be) Fg 
WE - alter its nature, either by being long eſtabliſhed, 
by being {et up in a Chriſtian country, or becauſe 
it is "conformed to by ſuch as are called good 3 
Chriſtians ; but on the contrary, the guilt of every 
ſin whatever i is aggravated in proportion to the time 
we have for reflection, and the light afforded us 
for avoiding it; and there is no reaſon to doubt 
but that the Devil takes a far greater 1 atisfaction 
in ſeeing people fall into his ſnares in a land where 
Chriſtianity is the eſtabliſhed Religion, han in 2 
nation of Pagans or Mabometans. 

Further, would we ſeriouſly conſider how 
ſtrangely cuſtom metamorphoſes the nature of 
things in the minds of weak people, and what 
extravagancies all its votaries muſt inevitably fall 
into; would we conſider this, I am perſuaded we 
ſhould not ſuffer ourſelves to be hurried away by 
a blind conformity to its laws, without weighing 


the fatal conſequences ; ; Which is the caſe vid 
ſuch multitudes, who are, contented to do wrong, 
meerly becauſe others haye done ſo before them . 
t that ſo many; -people 
15 who 
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For e d in 1 55 une els 8 | 
chief day for Horſe-races,' Plays, Balli, Carth® KK. _— 


and there are few Papiſts who think there 1 Any 
more harm in going to theſe diverſions on ah 
| than on any other day, becauſe cuſtom” mal es 

difference between them ; whereas in in England many! 
who make no ſeruple'« of being preſent at theſe” en- 


| rertainiments on a week-day, would yet look upon = 


any body as 'monſtrouſly wicked, that ſhoulder 


deavour to perſuade them to go to an Hitſe"race, a 


Play a Ball, or a Card-table, on u bn; © 
In like manner, ſome centuries ago, bad one 

Chriſtian propoſed't to another, to take him td caper 
all night ata BALL, he would'either have thought 


him mad, or that inſtead of renouncing all the i : 


pomps and vanities of this wicked world (i ; * hei in- 
tended to renounce his Chriſtianity. eee TRI 
Thus we ſee that cuſtom is well called à ſecon 


Ae Cuſtom has the mig rh 


deluded world; can turn virtues into vices," and 


vices into virtues. Cuſtom 'Has converted thar 


5 heavenly virtue of humility, which the Son of God 


was practiſing all the white he was on earth, into 
 meanneſs of ſpirit, and has conſtituted him alone a 
man of honour, who pays his. gaming-debts, and 
ſcorns to forgive an injury. Cuſtom eſteems un- 


chaſtiryo be little or N a _ pes. 
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y power of con- 
| founding right\ and wrong, and in the eyes of 'a 
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eſteems it ſo heinouſſy mine in a woman, „chat 


none of her own ſex (though perhaps ten thouſand 
times more wicked than herſelf) will ever aſſociate. 


with her; no, not even though ſhe! gives the moſt 
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Friend (t). Satan is never ſo likely to ſucceed with 
| thoſe. 
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eyident proofs of a ſincere repentance. | Whereas 
if ſhe was as full of pride, envy, ill humour and | 


| cenſortouſneſs as ſhe could hold, and had every 


other diabolical temper concentered in her, yet if 
ſhe was free from the ſin of incontinence, cuſtom 
would nevertheleſs, ſuffer her to paſ for a woman of 


fri Pirtue. 
_ Theſe are a few inſtandes of the power of cuſtom 


nun dur Chriſtian land. And yet how few do we 
i find, who do not willingly bow down ta this be- 


witching idol © ? Alas! few indeed, Shall we then 
tamely follow every blind guide that aſſumes the 
name of a Chriſtian ? Or ſhall we rather make the 
unerring word of God our rule of life? Surely we 
cannot heſitate in the choice. Indeed I think it may 
with great. truth be affirmed, that the formal, 
nominal, Chriſtian is an adverſary we have more need 


to guard againſt, than either the profeſſed Atheiſt, 


or the moſt abandoned Profligate; 3 becauſe we ſuſ- 
pect no harm. from the former, but are "nag to 
fly from the latter as from a toad or ſerpent. Ii is 
not an open enemy, faith the Pſalmiſt, that KP dong 
me this di ſponour, for then I could have born it; neither 


wa, it mine adverſary, for then, peraduenture, I 


wo] have hid myſelf from bim; 3 but it was thou, 
my companion, my. Luidas and my 0wn familiar 


- (4) Pal. lv. 12. 


1 Ys as when: 55 2 unf into 4 5 
angel of light (I); under which maſk, he has always 
many uſeful agents in the world, by following 
whoſe examples there is too much reaſon to fear, 


that numbers of ſouls have been ruined to all 
eternity, who never ſo much as ſuſpected their 


danger, till it was too ern to ene ; 


error. 
But how mould it be ebe whilſt Hey ok 


depraved age we live in, multitudes are Jooked 


upon as good Chriſtians,” whom our holy anceſtors 
would not have admitted to their communion? 
yet . theſe: 1 ſaints give into the follies aud 
_ vanities of the world without the leaſt mn 1 


and thereby become ſtumbling · blocks to 


inexperienced ſouls, who ſeeing ſuch coop 18. 
lized for their Religion, think they may be very 
ſafe under the ſanction of ſuch approved examples 
But ſurely little need be ſaid to demonſtrate the ab- | 
ſurdity of ſuch a concluſion; ſince, as I obſerved 


before, there can be no other rule of practice but 
the infallible word of God; therefore, if we ſee 


any perſon chime in with fuch cuſtoms as! are to- 


tally oppoſite to the Divine precepts therein con- 
tained, whatever that perſon may be in the opinion- 


of the world, and of his own deceitful heart, he is 
roper model for a Chriſtian to copy- 


Ae U ali] pry all his hopes of 'Hea- 


ven to walk in the paths of that Saviour, who-lefs. ' 


. bat we Je follow hit Pops (n) I 
nc The - | (a) 1 Pet. ji. Ab 
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t the great pattern a propoſed to e B 

chat of Chriſt Himel z. and it is our conſtant and 
undoubted duty to imitate him to the very utmoſt 

of our abilities, and in the ſame degree chat cle 

primitive Chriſtians did; for the ſame IJxsus died 

for us, that died for them, and if we expect the 

fame reward, he expects the ſame obedience; yet ſo 

different are the lives of the generality of Chriſtians 

now, from what they were in the firſt ages of the 
Church, that the ſpirit of the Goſpel is nearly ex - 

tinct in moſt of its profeſſors, who ſeem to look 

upon the imitation of Chriſt as a chimerical thing, 

and to ſuppoſe that the holineſs of the firſt Chrifs 

tians is rather to be admired than attained by us. 1 

Were St Ignatius, St Polycarp, St Cyprian, or aux 

other of thoſe pious Fathers, to riſe from the dead, 

and take a view of our metropolis, and after having 

ſpent ſome time in it, to hear by chance that it 

was a Chriſtian city, that the inhabitants of it were 

ingrafted into the Church by Baptiſm, and profeſſed | 

themſelves to be diſciples of the bleſſed Jzsvs3 

judge, if you can, how great would be the ſurpriſe 

of any of theſe holy men at ſuch an account. I 

am apt to think they would with great difficulty be 

made to credit it; a plain proof how far the power 

of cuſtom and example may be prevalent to caſt a 

blindneſs over ſuch. as profeſs and call 'themſehves - 

Cbriftians'; a blindneſs ten ' thouſand times more 

dreadful than Egyptian darkneſs, inaſmuch as it is 

more deplorable to have a veil drawn OR 

nenn than over the W Mes. 
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eee but 0 the ſpirits e they wee Gaben), 


Remeniber that Chriſt himſelf hath tol 
not every one that faith Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into 


and our Saviour ſays in another place, but 
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AVING denn . hi — why 8 
people are apt to fancy they can go to BALL 


| without committing any ſin, is entirely owing to 


the force of cuſtom and example; I would now beg 


leave to offer a ſerious admonitiun to all ſuch as have 


hitherto been frequenters of them, and ate _ 
worm oncerned about their everlaſting welfare, 
Now ſince the power of cuſtom. and example i 


ſo great; and ſo much depends upon our conform 


ing or not conforming to it; let me intreat you, in 
the words of the beloved diſciple, not to bilieve every | 


; you ſuffer yourſelf to be led by them: 


us, that 


the kingdom of heaven, but be that doeth\the will of 
bis Father which it in beaven (o); and whatever a 
fleepy conſcience may perſuade aliy man to chink of 
himſelf, becauſe he ſees many in his own" opinion 
worſe, yet St Paul tells us, not be that commemdesb 
himſelf is approved, but «whom the Lord commender(, 7% 
Wbich ir 
bipbly eſteemed any n, is nn in the 


* „ © int roma hay os 


Le ol truth aſſures us, hat 10 tee car. 
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world is enmity with Ged G), that we muſt neither 
love the world, nor the things that are in the urid: 
that if any man love the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him () \that the end of thoſe who! mince 
earthly things: is deſtruttion (u): that if any man 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, be is none of his (x) 
that as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the Sons of God (y): that the fruits of the Spirit are 
love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 
faith, .meekneſs, temperance (2) : that unleſs Chriſt be 
in us, we are reprebates(a) z, that whatſoever. we' do 
in word or in deed, we 78 do all in the name of the- 
Lord Jz$vs, giving thanks 10 God and the Fatber 
by. him (b): that us muſt be boly in all manner of 
converſation (c); and ſpall be called upon to give an 
|  - account of every idle word at the day of judgment (d) 3 
bY - that we muſt in any wiſe rebuke our neighbour, aud 
not ſuffer ſin upon bim (e); that our ſpeech-muſt be 
always ſeaſoned with grace (F), and our communi- 
cation be to the uſe of. edifying, fit to miniſter grace 
nunio the bearers (g): that our converſation. muſt be 
i beaven (9), and or as becometh- the. Goſpel of 
| Chrif(). 
- A theſe . are 5 a mall FE ov of 
the FRO r of our Saviour and his 
. | Apoſtles, 
(s) James iv. 4. (e) n John 3 ii. 15. . 
e Philip. iii. 19. (x} Rom. viii. 9. 
D Rom. viii 14. () Gal. v. a2. 
fa) 2 Cor. zii. 5. () Coloſſ. ni. 17. 
fe) 1 Pet. i. 7j. ( Matt. xii. 36. 
( Lev. Nix. 17. Coloſſ. ir. 6. 


C8) Ephel. iv. 29 · (#) Philip. ili, '20, 
i Philip. i. 1 r mot ny; 


1 | of Chriſtians, in v 1 {a dely any of che 5 
. before-mentioned Abe are to be found; inſo- 2 
much that they are as totally ignorant of the life 

and power. of Religion, as a blind man is of c- 
lours; and know no more of a change of heart, 
than they do of the change of earth for heaven; 
or of their natural for - a ſpiritual body: yet ſome 
how or other theſe miſerable ſelf-deceivers contrive 
to keep conſcience quiet by ſome formal externa 
duties, and by flattering themſelves that as they 
have never been guilty of any groſs, enormous ſins, 
they are as ſure of heaven as if they were there 
already; little thinking what a ſea of iniquity their 
hearts are full of, and that the holy law of God 
a condemns all tho whe have not ſecured an inte- 


or een as well as for the moſt notorious | 
as of wickedneſs; the word of God being, as 
faith St Paul, a diſcenner of the thoughts and intents 
of the beart (k). But though the Apoſtle tells them 
ſo. plainly that 20 be carnally-minged- is death (1); 
that the friend/bip of the , world is enmity with 
God (n)s and that F any man love the. world, the 
love of the Father is not in bim (u]; yet they read 
theſe alarming texts with as much unconcern as if 
they had nothing to do with them; hilſt the ſame 
love of this world, the ſame attachment to its 
| cuſtoms, follies, and vanities, influence them as 
much (> a: more) than 0 inen a Jew or 
. a. Ech k. 22. ne ol. 
| (m) — „ i 1. : 


eee . 6 
from that deadnefs: to the world, and that humble 
 child-like temper, without which our Lord bath 
declared that we cannot enter into "the: in 
beaven (%%. 

Again, * we are * peach cold i in in Sep- | 
ture, that unleſs Jus Chriſ be in us wwe are repro+ 
Bates (p), and that if any man have not the Spirit of 
Cbriſt, be is none of his(q); yet far from having 
this Spirit of Chriſt, or deſiring to have it, there 
are many who are Guide, enraged againſt them to 
whom it has pleaſed the Lord to give his Spirit; 
and fancy that they do God Service, when they ex- 
claim againſt them as enthuſiaſts, fools, and mad- 
men: hereby plainly . themſelves to be 
none of Cbriſt's, but to be of thoſe natural men 
Who, as St Paul declares, cannos receive the” things 

of the Spirit of God, becauſe they ure fobliſbneſs unto 
them (r); and therefore (as the author of the book 
of Wiſdom tells us) account _ n of- the wy reli- 
you man to be madneſs (5). 1 TU RA 
_- Moreover when we are 0 vietly enjoined 10 ex- 
| bore one another daily (t) 3 t0 be holy in all mamer 
of converſation (u); and 10 let our communication be to 
the "uſe of * edifying, fit. 10 miniſter grace no tbe 
bearers (*); is it not amazing that multitudes of 
fouls ſhould be fo infatuated as to fancy themſelves 
| to Gr in a I wn e in a total neg- 


E MR ir les 
* 'Þ ee AST _— 2 Cor. xili.5, 
(9) Rom. viii. 9. j (r) 1 Cor; ii. 14. 

(5) Wild. v. 4. . Heb. ui. 13. 
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| rack cher jovenions a9 inke up al the fe auen 


a moment 3 5 one > 25 necaful 25 3 informed 
that: religious: converſation, which is ' ſo eſſential 2 


part. of c our duty, and. the: delight of evrryi true 
beiter, is Ae the. __ kind of * that 


i might not be always proper ® benen ”= 
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6 e 
is not a ſpark of Religion in ſuch Hearts? För 
where the treaſure is, there will the beart be alſo (03 
and out. of \the' abundance of the bears ibe "mouth 
 ſpeaketh (a). The Glutton's delight is to tale f 

ering 3 the Drunkacd's of drinking; the Sports- 
man's of his horſes and dogs. The moſt agreeabl 
topic to a fine Lady is dreſs and di verſions. Ad 
the Chriſtian is never ſo happy; as when diſcourſing 


therefore, e d eine 
in this reſpect. | W we * * W 


HE : i Nevertheleſs, 150 inde © cue Religin is * 
| Ti it wete an exaggeration 1 to hy that thy 
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. fallible touch ſtone whereby ve may tiy ourſelves 
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8 1 ee even look es un 
upon any perſon, and either think his head turned, 
or that he was guilty of a breach of paſite beha- 
idr [ſhould he dare in their preſence to mention 
the: rexteeding. great love of our Maſter, and only 
Saviaur Feſus Chriſt in dying for our fins*, or even 
to introduce his ſacred Name, e in _ 
fayings or profane exclamations. | 
\ Theſe are diſtinguiſhing marks whereby the. no- 
E 6 profeſſor + may be often diſcerned; let us 
now fſeex how theſe real enemies and utter ee 5 
to true Religion are deſcribed in Scripture. Y 
Solomon calls them à generation that are pure in 
their own eyes, and yet not cleanſed from their filthi+ 
neß (5). The prophet 1/aiab, and after him our 
bleſſed Saviour, calls them à people tbal bonoureth 
 bimwithiheir lips, but their heart is far from him (c). 
Holy David expoſtulates with them in the follow- 
ing words; What haſt: thou to do to declare my ſta- 
tutes, or that thau ſhouldſt take my covenant' in thy 
month  ſecing thou hateſt iniruition, and caſteſt my 
words bebind thee (d)? St Paul deſeribes them, as 
having. the form of godlineſs, but denying the power. 
thereof (e). It is ſaid of them, Rev. iii. 1. . that 1 | 
bave 4 name to 92250 and are dead. di. 
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ee Saul, thou one thay is <viſe in his anc "ai We 
there is more hope of @ fool than of hin; ſo of all perſons what- . 
ever, the moral ſelfrighteous Phariſees; are the moſt unwilling 
0 reteive the Goſpel. For they that are whole, that js (thoſe 
who think themſelves ſo) weed not a Tae Su theſe that are 
Hel, as Our Saviour himſelf aff aſſures os. di ee \ | 
(5) Prov. xxx, 12, "76h Ilai, is „ 
a Pal. I. . . (ce) 2 Tim. i ut, 8. 


And 14179, dia are hug diſeribed,.. _ 8 fol... 1 
| lowing tremendous ſentence. is pronounced againſt 
them by our Lord himſelf, from the mouth of his 
holy Angel, Rev. iii. 15, 16, 17. I uo thy works, 
that thou art. neil ber cold nor hot; I would thou toert 
cold or hot; ſo then becauſe thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor bot, Iwill ſpue thee out of my month. 
becauſe thou ſayeſt, I am rich, and increaſed in goods, 
and have need of nothing; and knoweſt not that. thaw 
art wretched, and miſerable, and poor,” and Blind, 
and naked: thetefore a anoint ſave: ches . ns alue, 
that thou U r 
When we obſerve che generality of 1 Who 
are called Chriſtians, how many more do we ſee 
who anſwer theſe marks than thoſe before given? 
A diſmal proof that numbers are loſt through a 
falſe confidence of ſalvation, and of the truth of 
our Saviour's prediction ooncerning theſe latter 
days; that'beranſe ee le, 2 the Tov y 
—_— ſpall war x cold Cf: 28 05 
This s pro phecy is indeed 0 kediy alle ar 
preſent; that inſtead of chat Religion, whereby we | 
| dedicate ourſefves, our fouls and bodies to be 4 Teaſon- 
able, holy and lively ſacrifice s my o God (a), the kele- | 
ton of it ſcarcely remains. | f 
I fear we fhall find this a ion verifiec "th 
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. er Morning 3 
atk; IO Ns: the eee ready; Hs! 7 
Pſalms and Leſſons of the day; ſhe never is abſent "= 
from Church on Sundays, and would òftener go 
there on week days, if ſhe was not prevented by 
engagements to go with her friends into the city, 
to ſee what Mercer keeps the moſt faſhionable 
ſilles ; or elſe by buſineſs of i importance at home; 
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diſcourſe with her Millener; or perhaps it is the 
Dancing maſter's morning, and ſhe knows her chil- 
dren will not take half the pains they ought in ſo 
material a branch of their CT: en the - 
ſelf is preſent. 
Nobody can be better extinct of the e 
pr viſiting the ſick than Lucinda, who not only 
adminiſters medicines to the poor gratis, but is al- 
ways ready to play a charstable game at Cards, or 
to read a Comedy 20. ee hog 
of being low-ſpirited. | 
T.ucinda goes every month to the be- 
 Gides che | Sn great , Feſtivals, and hears. her 
children fay their Catechiſm every Sunday evening; 
ſhe frequently gives ſixpence or a. ſhilling to the 
poor; and never dines till after Evening, me 
| ypon,{f-wedneſdey, Good-friday, and the hi 
of Fanuary, when ſhe makes an 1 rty. meal upon 

eee, eee 
0 24 to: Se FD 7 * (3 ber 


Un. Manie all tea es hh ane be 
affirmed that ſhe never prayed or faſted in all her life, and that 
n Whoever will 
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the indecent language of the common people in = 
the ſtreets; yet this very ſame Bucinda as. readily- - 

Pays her money for a place in that choice Syna- 
gogut of Satan, called a Pay- bouſe (where the, - 
enjoys the company of many of the rakes and | 


proftitutes of the town) and is as much | 


57% ks : F * 
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to hear and ſee God diſhonoured. by the — | 


actions, oaths, and filthy jeſts of the actors, AS, 
any other perſon in the Theatre . The play be- 


ing finiſhed, ſhe returns home to ſupper, . talks. 


till bed time bat a charming fellow Foo x i, 


or how glariouſly Ganges one 3; an her ra ers... ..... 
and goes to fee | 


- ':Ranelagh is alſo: a ite e wh Ly- 
cinda, though the would, like i 1. much Decier, if it 


* 


was poſſible to keep out all low company, which 


ſhe was in hopes would have been the caſe when : 


the price for admiſſion was raiſed to half 4..crown:: 


Bu -ſince. this has not had. the wiſhed-for. e fo, 
and Trudzſimens wives will fill imitate. their betters, 


and. intrude, thomſelues among; ente Jalbion, 
— 18 Vs „ 1 . 2 1 (ite? "ft 12 


a is between proing, N 
of prayers, and look at the deſeripti on given o cha 


1 faxing 4 
rity. by St 


— 


aut, 1. Cor. xiil. 13. and that of faſting, by the prophet Taiah 


| (tial: ii, ED 4, &c. Win adh be of the ſame opinion. * W 


1 


» To thew Lacizda in what light the primitive: Ouübeh re - 
| garded thoſe who attended the public Heel: that riots 
_ unt of a Chriſtian wiomanz who in 

peumes Hom. te e ori 25 9 
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Ang to W &e. 
ſhe often comes 19 alt ready to faint, and de- 
clares, that though the room was e crouded, 
ſhe could ſcarcely n+ 25 theye was _ 4 3 
ture ibere. 

A violent Rout is Ladd. 3 aveoſith, ver he 
dearly loves a ſnug private party of four or five 
tables; but notwithſtanding ſhe is immenſely fond 
of Cribbidee, the never touches a Card in the 
 Paſſion-week; nor the night before the Communiom; 
and does not much chuſe to play either Wedneſdays 
or Fridays In Lent, when the can avoid it 1 857 


with good manners. — 
Tucinda has read 7 Wes Sbandy, 800 10 Fl 


Sm approving it, is greatly diſcompoſed at the 
general ſatisfaction it gives to almoſt all ſorts of 
people; and declares, that it is à ſad ſign of the 
depravity of the times, when Clergymen are Pre- 
ferred and patronized for writing indecent books, - 
But if the wickedneſs of the age cauſes Latinda 
ſuch deep concern, the preſent growth of Enthuſiaſm 
affords her no lefs matter of regret ; inſomuch that 
oftentinies when ſhe is at Cards, ſhe will hold forth 
between the Deals, upon the neceſſity of keepirig a 
proper medium in religion; but, for ſootb, people 
n0w-a-ay, muſt be either Saints or Devils ; mg) 
for ber own part ſhets contented to go on in the pood 
old way, and is nut fo preciſe and ftrait-laied, but what 
ſbe can 17 God, and lake ber Innocent amuſements 
1 well., 

N ant pot then ſome twinges of con- 8 
And er theſe are preſently ſilenced by reflect- 
e aca] na: 2 
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* 


the Bible. = ſomewhat — 0 de x 
Beggar ſhe meets, preſently ſers all >righty el 
Such is Lucinda, and: is the not quite. 4 gent 1 
crealy ere? yet if her Religion is to be tried at the 
bar of God's word, ſhe may. with as much juſtice 
ſuppoſe that ſhe ſerved in quality of a foot: ſoldier 
during the laſt campaign in Germany, or that ſhe 
Fought i in a coat of mail againſt the Saracens i in the 
holy wars, as that ſhe is nom chubed with uhe whole 
armaur of God (b); that her life is a ſpiritual war- 
fare, and, ſhe it e een 


things of this preſent. evil apes ON "She- may as 
well imagine that ſhe is, taking a pilgrimage with 
the Turks to Mabomet's tomb at Merca, or with 
the Papiſts to the Virgin Mary's houſe at Laretgo; 
as that ſhe is now living like a ſtronger amd pilgrims 
upon earth ; looking for @ city that hath foundations, 
whoſe builder and maker 3s God (k). She may with 
equal propriety believe. that, ſhe has been all her 
life lang laid in a coffin; or wrapt uh in a windings 
ſheet; as that /be is now dead to the world; and ber 
life | hid with Chriſt in God (I). In- ſhort, the bas 
juſt as much reaſon to fancy herſelf already a glo- 
 rified Saint in heaven, as that there is any poſfibie 
of her arriving there as ſhe goes on at preſent 3 

yet how . many ſouls. are building their hopes of 
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d a on in the ſame way, and in the fame 
wretched deluſion with themſelves ;' whereas if 
they would candidly ſearch ibe Scriptures, T queſtion 
not but they would find their ſtate condemned in 
almoſt every page of the Goſpel : Fer the Lord 
ſceth not as man ſeeth ; for man loocketh at the out- 
ward „ 977 N the Lord hoketh on the 
beart (n). : 

Some people will pitſrigi cry out, Surdh: this 3 is 
calling! very uncharitably, for at this rate how few 


will be faved? But they cannot tell what they 


mean, except they would have us make God a 
liar ; and in order to lull our poor felloy- creatures 


into the fatal dream of carnal ſecurity, aſſert, that 


he will admit them into heaven upon t terms con- 


trary to thoſe laid down in his own Word. That 


ſound pillar of our excellent Church, Biſhop Hall, 
in his Character of a real Cbriſtian, has theſe words; 
« would it were uncharitable to ſay,” there are 


cc many Profe ſſors, few Cbriſtiant; 3 if words and 


* forms ion yy 5 Chriſt would ove clients | 


at þ enough. a 
Our Pleſed Saviour aſſures us, n nn is the 
way, and wide is the gate, that Teadeth 10 deftruc-. 
tion, and many there be that go in thereat; and, that 
narrow is the way,” and ftrait is the gate, that ru 
erb to life, and few there be that find it (#)* 
how ve rm do E * perſons repeat hi 
awaken- 


00 Sen. wh, - 60 nue s. **. 


W the truth of chem; ; and though” perhaps | 
they live in no outward enormities, do nevertheleſs 
fim with the ſtream, till they fall into the gulph 
>: endleſs: miſery. * But if we allow our Saviour to 
ſpeak truth in theſe places, we can have no, more 
r Se proof of our being in the way that leads 1 
deſtruction, \ than when we are doing as the gene- 
rality of the world do; nor can we have any bet. 
ter evidence of our being in the ri ight way, than 
| when we are reſolved to act contrary to the torrent 
of cuſtom,” and are regardleſs of being thought par- 
ticular; concerning which Satan's inſtruments, in 
order to afftight God's children from their obe- 
dience, talk ſo learnedly in their Lectures upon 
the 1 of a : * "with- the 

world. | 


A gain , when we are e told i in Scripture, that the 
kingdom of heaven ſu fereth violence, and that. the 
violent take it by force (. 0) 3 that # 10 eafeer for a 4 
camel to g0 through. the eye of a needle, than for. FI 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of 2 evi (903 501 
whoever will come after Chriſt, muſt deny himſelf, and 
tate xp his croſs daily, and follow him (9) that many 
are called, but few choſen (7); that the Figbteous are 
ſcarcely ſaved (0 z that through much inibulatia we 
muſt enter into the kingdom of beaven (z).3 and, 5 
fan A oy to enter in, and not be able (8). I 
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_ W xi. 12. . Matt, xix 24. 
: (7) Matt. xvi. 24. (7) Matt, xx. 187 
+ (5 1 Pet. iv. 18. 09 Acde Mv. 23. 
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like nature, we muſt needs i imagine, that it is not 
10 eaſy a matter to get to heaven as many people 
are apt to fancy, who ſeem to have found gut 
quite a new road thither, very different from that 
Arait narrow way, to which our Saviour has di- 
rected us, and in which whoſoever now dares fo 
walk, will be told that he is righteous over-much, 
and ſolemnly cautioned againſt the danger of running 
into extremes, and carrying matiers too. far: But 
this is no more than muſt be expected in an age 
wherein ſo many do at once glory in their ſhame (x), 
and are aſhamed of that in which they ought to 
glory (9). An age wherein formality ſupplies the 


place of vital Chriſtianity, and in which ſpiritual 


Religion and Enthuſiaſm are ſo far become ſynony- 


mous terms, that a perſon is looked upon as little 


leſs than mad as ſoon. as he comes to the right 
uſe of his underſtanding, An age wherein the pure 
defirines of Scripture and of the Reformation, are 
fer afide for lifeleſs morality and dry [yſtems of ethics ; 
and a ſteady adherence : to the _zruly evangelical - 
Hemtls of the fable i bed Church, is ſufficient to gain 
a man a nick name, and to make him become 4 5 
"word among tbe people (x ). 5 
KG Let us therefore, as we value ay Hol 
uls, take heed how we ſuffer ourſelves to be led 
afttay by any wretched pretenders to Chriſtianity, 
and carefully avoid all thoſe ſnares that the Devil 


and his adherents have cſtabliſhed in Me land, 
5 K 3 which 


CM 1 eee 


de the Apoſtle's advice, hal you refuse not bim 


b whe Wess o — with che jJudgrnents 
of a righteous God, r dat Nr ORE 
| rible Denn,, 9-6] Fob linge” 
Let us reflect what thoſ vl tank bein cut off 
wichout being made r with God through 3 
ments of the nd let us, I ſay, refle& what 
they-would do, could they begin their lives again, or 
obtain one ſuch opportunity of repentance, as God 
of his infinite mercy now vouchſafes to us. Would | 
they waſte any of their precious time inBALLS, 
and ſuch like vanities, and dance for hours TO 
ther upon "the: frightful- precipice of eternity, not 
knowing but the next moment might hurry them 
_ into choſe inexpreſſible torments they once” 
ienced, -tobere bein worm dietb not, and the 
fire is nol quaneted ; w here e | 
"gs and pnafhbing of teeth (a). 
Judge 'therefore yourſelues;” Bree, that: * 4 1 
not judged of the" Lord (b), and take Bed, according 
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b. Speaketh from heaven (c): for the God of Truth 


ach ſaid, chat Gi Spirit Jhall not always five with 
mus (d) Toodsy therefore, whilſt it is called to-day, 
buarden not your hearis ; but calmly and ſeriouſy re- 
llect what's fearful thing it . I 
the diving -Gnd{s rebel i gaick ang 
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In both tb body and ſoul in 770 10 9 
Conſider, I beſeech you, confider, tha theſe. aro. 
not airy phantoms and jdle dale, but they are awful 


and intereſting truths, truths that are founded upon 


the word -of God, and ſuch. as ſhould make the un- 


renewed- heart of every. /elf-deceiving - ſormaliſt-. to 
tremble ; :wherefore I pray God they, may ſink: 
deep into your « conſciences, and excite you to fly to 


Ixsus the Saviour of all that truly turn unto him; 


and. if you are ſenſible of your need of a Redeemer, 
and will come as a loſt, undone ſinner, ot truſting 


in your otem righteouſneſs, but in God's manifold and 
great mercies (i), there is no doubt but he will 
waſh you clean by his precious all- atoning blood. 


and clothe you with the robe of his perfect righte- 


ouſneſß. Being thus made free from fin, and become 5 


fervants to God, be urgent in imploring the conti- 


nuance of divine grace, to enable you to wall 


worthy. F your vocation, in all holineſs. and good 
works. Then ſhall. you find, (but never by the 
palliating and ſuperficial divinity. of too many 
in our days,) that the ways of Religion are mays 
7 enen and ſe all ber Paths, ars peace (. 
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AVING an oy. bs 


-the arguments commonly 


5 proofs of their evil tendenc 
ace wickedneſs; having ſhewn the reaſons why, 
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